
BEFORE THE ARIZONA BOARD OF 

OST.EOPATI~IIC EXAMINERS IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

IN T.HE MATFER OF: ) . Ca~e No, 
) 

MICHAEL LAWRENCE BERMAN, D.O. ~ STI'PULATION AND CONSENT 
Holder of License No. 3432 .for the ) ORDER SUSPENSION OF LICENSE 
l:~'acti~ of ostcopathio medicine in i~e ) 
State of Arizona. ) 
- -  - -  . _ ,  ) 

STIPULATION 

By mum~,l agreemen.t and. understanding, tl~ Arizona Bom:d of Osteopathic Examiugrs 

(bemal~r "Board") and N~ich~l Lawrence Beml.an, D.O. (h~ein~ff'ter "R~spondent"), the parties 

b.ereto agr~e ~u th.~ "following disposition to this matter. 

].. Responde~t acl~owledges that he has read this Stiptdation ~d  fl~e attached Constant 

Order; mv3, Respondent is aware of~md understands t[~ content of~ese doctm~ents, 

2. R~sponden~ understands that by entering into this S~ipu]afion, he volunta~dly 

relinquishes any rights to a h e ~ g  on the matters alleged as grom~ds fol- Bo,'u:d action ot to seek 

,it~dici~l r, view of the consenz order in sia, e or fgder$ cotwr_ 

3. Respondm~t tm~rstan~s that fl~J.s Stipuhfi~n and Cousent Order will not b~ome 

~ffective ttaless approved by the Board and signed by i.m Ex~utiv~ Director 

6. Respondent further, understands ~at this Stipulation ~ d  Consem Order, once 

approved and signed, shal~ constitl.~l~ ~ public recordg which will be diss~huated as a forty.at action 

of the Boa~¢~ as requk~ by A.R.S. §§ 32-I 855 (L) and (K). 

5. Respondent admits to the s~a~ement of fag, s aud conolusions of law conl~tinvd h~ th~ 

S~p~d.at~d Consont Order, 
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6, .~i adani~sions made by.Rcspande, nt ~ solety for fi=~l dispo~ifi~t~ ~f~d~ maxt~: and 

any subse~uant m:hain~a~iv~ proc~d,h~gs ~r li*~g~%ion iuvolvm~ the Board, R~spond~nt ~ th~ 

stat~ of A.r~na; and, *:hereford, sedd admissions by l~spondan~ ~= n~t i=~uded f~r any ~thm" 

purposg o~ ~dminis~tiv~ mgut~mry pmc=~ing ~r ]itigali~n in ~nother srmr, e or fedem! e~un. 

7. Resp=nd~t, ~cl,;a~w|~s mad ~gr~¢s,ha~ ~pon ,ig,~g ~nd r~mmi~g ~hi~ do,umbra 

(m' a ~ y  theater,f) m ~h~, Board's Executive Dir=cmL he may no~ later rewake or amend this 

Sfi.p~/a~ion o.r ~ y  part of~h¢ Consent Ord~, ~kh~ugh s~id S~p~.~ation h~ no,~ y¢~ h~en ~¢ept, d by 

~:~ Baarfl ~nd ~ d  by t~ Bxe~uZiv¢ Director, whhom' fir.s* obtaining Board approval. 

REVIE%VED AND ACCEPTED this _--. day of M~rch, 200t, 

® 

NTATB OF ARIZONA ) 
) ss 

C~um~ of M~i=~p~ ) 

w~s b¢f~re m= this . _ ~ _ . ~ a y  of March, 2001 by ~he Th~s imtn~=¢nt acknowledged 
abow-nm3~d i~.di~duat, /~ F 2  

; /; \ x 

My Commission expir~: 



REVIEWED AND APPROVED as ~o ,form by counsel for Respondcn~t on ~his___ day sf 

March, 2001. 

I / I  
R~VmWED ~ SIGNED t~s /~W/,,...day of M~-eh, 2001 for tl~ Bo~d by: 

Arizona. Board of Osteopad~te Examines m Medicine 
~nd. Surgery 
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' B E g O ~  TIIE ARIZONA BO~ OF O 

OST~,O,PATHIC EXAMINERS LN ~DICINE AND SURGERY 

0 

, 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

MICHAEL LAWRENCE BERMAN. D.O. 
Holder of L~ens, No. 3432 ~ r  ~l~ 
practiae of osteova~hi~ mediei~ 
i~ ~e  State of Aizon~ 

CONSENT ORDER FOR TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSION OF LICENSE 

I~]NDIN.Gg oF, FACT 

t. The Board is empaw~ed, ptmsuam Io A.R.$, ~ .~2,1800, ~ ~ to reg~ate the 

licensing mad practice, of os,eop~flxie medicine ~n.*he Sta, e of Mizen.  

2. Respondem is a tJcense¢ of the Bo~.rd and the h=ider of License No. 3432 for the 

pr~otice of os~op~r~i~ medioine in ~h= Sm~= of ~'~ona. 

3. lnform.~on was brought ~o the ~temiJon of the Board thin Re~pondeu~ may be 

medi~tly ond/or ~sycho]og~catty ~ b l c  m srf_c!y and s~Hf~Iy engage fi~ die pra=fice ofm=dMne 

m~d/o.r m~y have ~m~m~rm=I one or more ~m of unp~ofessiona! conduct as defined in A.R.$, ~ 32- 

18:54: 

A. On or abom Mamh t 3, 2001 Resv.ondent volun.'~mSly rgported tha~ he wa~ ~'e~Jv~ng 
treatmau~ for substm~e abt~se at Sierra T~a~son Reh~bili~fion C~n~er. Respondem 
s~md ~ha~ h~s ~Ivag of f2~i¢~ is a~cohoI bu~ w= aho ~ming oycodone. Upon 
quesfionfl~g, Respondent stared tha~ he never wrote a prescription for him~eff or 
f~isified any W~scripfion~ for fl~e oxycodo~, bm *'bought it on fl~.e s~eets". 

4. The Bored v~led in public se~i~n on M=ch 16, 2001 m enter into a Sdpul~on m~d 

Conson~ Order fro S~mpe~Sim~ ofL~¢ense wili~ Respondgne ~spo:nden't aSreed r~ have Iris m=dical 

li~¢n~ ~p~nded wl~ile he r~eeive~ an avalu~fion for Dossible im~irmeni m~d/o~ ~IcobolJsm a~ 

4 

O 

O 



Sierra. Tucson. 

C_ONCL~.SIONS OF LAW 

The aE'.oreanenfion~d conduct al,]~ged against Rsspondcrtt aonstitutes unprofessional coaduct 

a~ dcfR~d at A.R.fi. § 32-1855: 

Engaging in th~ praot'ios of msdicin~ in s m~trtncr flm'~ hma~as or may harm a patimat 
or tha~ the Board d~m"min~s falls b~low tho community s~dard. 

(2z) Using con~olled substances or prescription-only dr~gs unless fltey az~ providad by 
medical practitioner, as d~fin~d in section 32-1901, as pa~ of a l~wful coua-s~ of 

tr~a~en.t. 

(40) Any conduct or practice that ~dm~gsrs a patient's or the public's healfl~ or may 
reasonably be ¢xpc~ed, m do ~o, 

(41) Any canduet oz" p~acti~e that in, pairs th~ lic~nsc~e's ability to s ~ l y  and skillfully 
practic~ m~di~tu~ or tha~ may r~a~onably be ~xp~ct~d to do so. 

Pucsutmt to the authority ves~d i~ the Board, lit IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. Mich~l Lawre.nc~ Be~,'nan, D.O. ("P,~spond~nt") shall refidn from fl~e r~fic~ of 

ostcopathi.e medicine m~d surgery until he has complied witl~ ~e R~llowing tcm~s and conditions of 

~his agr¢cmsnt: 

R~spond~ will s~eeessftll[y compt~tc th~ in-patient cwalu~t£on for possible ¢,hcrni~at 
d=p~d~mcy at Sierra Tn~son Reh~bili~fion Csnt~r i~ Tucson, Arizona (hereinafter 
"Si~ra Tucson"), Should Sierra Tucson find an ssscssracnt of cl~cal dopcndency, 
Rcspondgnt will follow the r~comm~ndations for t m ~ c n t  

b. R~spondcn~ will d~velop ~ p l~  for aftercare tr¢~h~n~ ~.nd moniloring which ~hal] 
in~l~d~, but rosy not b~ limited ~o, individual and/oz group couuse]iag sessions, 
random body flttid ~estLng, sgresmcm£ foz mleas~ of tz=onu~t r~ords and repots to 
~h~ Board, prohibition of tl~ ~s~ of alcohot, including any over the counter 
medi~ions or mcdic~ti~n~ con~si~ng alcohol, m~d con~oll~d substances tlnlcss fl~e 
lat~er is proscribed or coordinated by her Wc~ting physici~, and regular me,tings 
with the Board. and submk this plan ~o the ]3oard tar its approval. 
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2. Ros~n:l~:~: wilt s i ~  a rdea~c ~.thorhzing p~rsonne~ at S[erm Tucson to i u f a ~  the 

Board a:t'his iamgrcas ~ to his ia-paden~: ~valua~on ~ any in-padaw; u-~am-~ant t='ogram, and wiIl 

provide ~:,¢ Bo~ad! with a. cap7 of ~ y  and all ~cards p e , . r ~  T.a his diagnosis and ~aVTaea~ While 

a pati~n~ a~ ~ 'thdliW and upon discharge. 

3. Upo~ wrill~n req~|~v: hy lhe Respondent, Reataongl~nt will me~ with th~ B oa~d upon 

r~asonabI~ rmfic~ oiler discharg~ f~m Sigrm Tug, son tn discuss his comlali~ce with this agr=ememt 

and to discuss, wh~her ar nor he sh~fld re~'oe tl~ practice a:[ o~.ealaatkic medicine and th~ terms 

and cm'-Akia~ tmd~a" whid~ he will b~ allewcd by thg Bo~rd m r¢~rn~ the practice af o~opar.hi~ 

medicine and sag~'y i= ~ Smt~ afAriaona, 

4. Kespand~nt shall, provide a copy ~f ~his Order and any Sllb${~qKe'lll: Or~iars m all 

facilitias wh~r~ R~spondaa~: is cu~'r~ntly (or subsequently) employed, as a physician ~cYar haa (or 

s~bseqrenfly t'~c~ives) pri.vileggs Ia m~gag~ in ~e w.a~tize of medic.i~,e; cad, Respond~n~ shall 

~on~iu~ m x~at¢c ~t~g afor=mcntiongd disclosure m~d provide the ~opies of tkis Constant. O~:cler until 

the ~×piral~on of~his Ord~. Resvonden~ ghatl provide ~ copy ofth~a Order a ~  ~ y  subsequ~n~ 

Orders m al~ tm~ng physidans, including ezn~-genoy ro~m physician. 

5. Should R.~pond,ea~t fail m comply with ~my of "~he ta 'r~ and ~ondi~oz,,~ of this 

sdpula~on and ~graemeng fl16 Boad may~ ~/~On n~/ce and oppor~nky ~o be heard, ~.kc di~ipkinary 

~iion ag~iI'~ his hcensa Ia practice, osteopafl$ic mccScinc ~ d  surgery in file. gtae of Arizona. 

6. In ~e gve.nr ~ a ~ d ~ n t  c = ~  m msid~ in Arizona, h~ v4il~ give writ~n notice to the 

l~Ioard ~fh~. a~w residence ~d~h'~ss within WeaW (20) days of moving; m~d, ~'~ terms and duration 

ofsu:srm~ian may b~ st~,yed by IM Baa'd until I'~spaadem rcmms ~o A~iz~n~ 
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7. Respondent will continue to m~t  ~[1 liaensing r=qukem~nts such as ~ontimling 

me~ic~l education and rsncw~l requirements in,fueling ~pplicabl~ f::¢s pursuant to A.R.$, § 32-1825. 

8. The Board's Executivs Dirsctor will scud correspondcnc~ to tim appropriate state 

and/or fcde.ra] law ~nfom~Icnt sg~ncy disclosing information in ths Bom'd's possession which may 

~sl~blish crimins| misconduc~ bp Rcsponden~ 

9. The Board may require ~al R~spondcm as part sfl~is s~sp~nsion: (A) submit ~ ~nd 

cooperate in any mdcpen~nt msd~e, al or psychological ¢vattmtisn tl~az is o ~ m d  by fl~ Bom-d ~or 

Respomicnt and conducwd by the Board's dasign~cd physicimi/or psychologis~ which will be paid 

:for by Respondent.; and CB) appear befor~ ~h~ Bvard, t~pon m~ipt of a r~quest by written or 

mlsphonic notification from the Boa~d'~ Exc~tiv~ Director which will be given at is~st five (5) days 

prior ~o fl~c Board meeting; a~d, (C) submit ~ rm~dom biological :fluid resting and pmmpt].y provid~ 

(i.e. within sixty (60) minulss ofnotific~t.mn) reqtth'~d biological .fluids for ~s~ng and said r~ng 

will b~ done a~ fl~ RcspondenCs ~xp~nse. 

I0. P~sponO~ will reimbms~ the Bom'fl for all ox~nscs associaz~d with the 

investigation, he~ring an~i ~)ntinue.d monitoring o'f this matter within sixty days or" ,e~eil~t o~ tI~o 

mq~st for ps.ymcn,. 

l I. P~spon~em1's failure m comply with the r~quimmmx~s of this Order shall ~onstiml¢ 

tmpmf~ssionB.l =cmducl as de~wd a~ A.R.S. § 32-I 854(26), as amended, a~v,l will be ¢.onsidczsd as 

grotmds for further disciplinary ~tion (~.g., s~aspension or r~vocation of license) Ln fl~ evsn~ tha~ 

Respondent fails to comply with any ofthg r¢q~iren;cnts o~'this Order. 
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ISSUED this ~ - x . / a y  o fMa~ ,  2(301. 

APdZONA BOARD OF OSTBOI~ATI,-IIC EXAMINERS 
IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

$eo~sdNe AZ g525~,~539 

S~.-vec] hy pe~anal servi,ce or 
s~.,~ag U.$. mail this~rd% day ~f Mm'eh, 2001 '~o: 

Mieha~l L~wr.enee Bering, D.O. 
2525 E, A~n,~ Billraare Ci,roIe 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Blair Driggs 
Assistant Attorney General 
0,f~ee oft,he Atterney Oeneral 
]275 W. Washington 
Phoenix AZ 85007 

AdzQaa Board ofPhar, nmey 
5060 N, !gth Ave., Suite !0! 
Ptmenix AZ g5015 

Drag Bnf, orc=m~ Adrninistradsn 
AtChiSon: DiwrBicn Scion 
3010=N. 2ha S~ 
Phoenix AZ 85012 
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